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as we ve mentioned elsewhere first edition means the first
printing of a book edition and printing can be used fairly
interchangeably in talking about collectible books especially
in regard to modern fiction master the art of how to tell a
first edition with our guide exploring hidden clues in dust
jackets and decoding intricate number lines how to find first
edition books getting started first things first definitions and
identification a first edition is the very first cover design
format etc that a book is published with a first printing is the
very first round of books printed there are four major criteria
your book must meet be it a hardcover or a paperback to be
considered a true first edition you can check whether first
edition is mentioned on the copyright page but you also need
to check it for the correct publisher date edition number and
print run number learn how to identify and collect first
edition books with these expert tips this guide covers
definitions such as true first edition information about the
number lines used by publishers and areas that are
confusing to book collectors for publishers first edition may
just mean the first version of the text without significant
revisions many publishers will print the hardcover edition of
a book and call that a first edition then print the same text in
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paperback and call it a first edition as well first editions are
the original releases of a book and publishers use a few
different ways to mark what version you have in your
collection luckily you ll be able to tell if you have a coveted
first edition just from the book s copyright page and we ll
point out exactly what to look for how to determine first
edition book values the value of a first edition book like all
book values can be determined by a set of criteria supply
and demand rarity and condition in the simplest terms a first
edition is the first commercially distributed version of a book
for the purposes of modern collectible books first edition is
shorthand for the first printing of the first edition of a work
there isn t any one profile of the collector identifying first
editions from specific publishers for an accurate up to date
guide on publishers current and previous methods of
identifying first editions i strongly recommend finding a copy
of a pocket guide to the identification of first editions 1
examine the copyright page this is perhaps the most
straightforward determinant to make our lives simple
publishers may indicate a first edition first printing right on
the copyright page what is a first edition what is a first
printing i share some examples to hight a few very basic
rules that can be helpful to identifying them what is a first
edition a first edition is the format a book took when it was
first made available for sale the abaa glossary of book terms
states first edition all of the copies printed from the first
setting of type can include multiple printings if all are from
the same setting of type what is a first edition for book
collectors a first edition is a book that publishers printed
during the initial release these copies were the first to be put
on shelves and bought by consumers ultimately the most
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valuable book is whichever edition was printed first whether
by months or years in this guide we will delve into the world
of harry potter first editions and provide valuable insights
and tips for identifying first editions understanding first
editions a first edition refers to the initial print run of a book
for an introduction to first editions see the first edition primer
page the publishers below are listed by country but this is a
fairly arbitrary distinction based for the most part on where
the company was founded and had its primary base of
business if a 1 is present in any sequence it s usually a sign
that the book is a first edition if a book reads something like
3 5 7 9 8 6 4 then your book is not part of the first printing
the example above indicates a third printing cycle a first
printing is the first run of when a first edition of a book is
published while second and third printings are technically
first editions as long as edits aren t made the first printing is
considered the collectible first edition that collectors are
looking for to a book collector the phrase first edition refers
to a book that was released during the first printing of the
first edition they call this book a 1st 1st a 1st 1st is what
collectors are looking for a popular book may have had
dozens of additional printings causing its first printing to be
the most valuable abebooks offers an immense collection of
first edition books for sale including some of the most
famous books ever published modern bestsellers obscure
novels out of print books classic literature prize winning
books controversial biographies children s books and much
more



how to identify a first edition book 1st editions book Jun 15
2024 as we ve mentioned elsewhere first edition means the
first printing of a book edition and printing can be used fairly
interchangeably in talking about collectible books especially
in regard to modern fiction
collector s guide how to tell a first edition book its value May
14 2024 master the art of how to tell a first edition with our
guide exploring hidden clues in dust jackets and decoding
intricate number lines
how to find first edition books book riot Apr 13 2024
how to find first edition books getting started first things first
definitions and identification a first edition is the very first
cover design format etc that a book is published with a first
printing is the very first round of books printed
how to tell if a book is a first edition a complete guide
Mar 12 2024 there are four major criteria your book must
meet be it a hardcover or a paperback to be considered a
true first edition you can check whether first edition is
mentioned on the copyright page but you also need to check
it for the correct publisher date edition number and print run
number
identifying and collecting first edition books Feb 11 2024
learn how to identify and collect first edition books with
these expert tips this guide covers definitions such as true
first edition information about the number lines used by
publishers and areas that are confusing to book collectors
how to tell if a book is a first edition book riot Jan 10 2024 for
publishers first edition may just mean the first version of the
text without significant revisions many publishers will print
the hardcover edition of a book and call that a first edition
then print the same text in paperback and call it a first



edition as well
how to tell if a book is first edition 4 ways to check wikihow
Dec 09 2023 first editions are the original releases of a book
and publishers use a few different ways to mark what version
you have in your collection luckily you ll be able to tell if you
have a coveted first edition just from the book s copyright
page and we ll point out exactly what to look for
first edition book values how to determine their worth
Nov 08 2023 how to determine first edition book values the
value of a first edition book like all book values can be
determined by a set of criteria supply and demand rarity and
condition
what is a first edition book collecting guide biblio Oct 07
2023 in the simplest terms a first edition is the first
commercially distributed version of a book for the purposes
of modern collectible books first edition is shorthand for the
first printing of the first edition of a work there isn t any one
profile of the collector
how to identify a first edition book empty mirror Sep
06 2023 identifying first editions from specific publishers for
an accurate up to date guide on publishers current and
previous methods of identifying first editions i strongly
recommend finding a copy of a pocket guide to the
identification of first editions
how to identify first edition books invaluable com Aug 05
2023 1 examine the copyright page this is perhaps the most
straightforward determinant to make our lives simple
publishers may indicate a first edition first printing right on
the copyright page
the beginner s guide to identifying first editions book riot Jul
04 2023 what is a first edition what is a first printing i share



some examples to hight a few very basic rules that can be
helpful to identifying them
identifying first editions the new antiquarian the blog Jun 03
2023 what is a first edition a first edition is the format a book
took when it was first made available for sale the abaa
glossary of book terms states first edition all of the copies
printed from the first setting of type can include multiple
printings if all are from the same setting of type
how to tell if a book is a first edition an identification
guide May 02 2023 what is a first edition for book collectors
a first edition is a book that publishers printed during the
initial release these copies were the first to be put on shelves
and bought by consumers ultimately the most valuable book
is whichever edition was printed first whether by months or
years
a guide to identifying harry potter first editions books
Apr 01 2023 in this guide we will delve into the world of harry
potter first editions and provide valuable insights and tips for
identifying first editions understanding first editions a first
edition refers to the initial print run of a book
identifying first editions pt 2 independent online Feb 28 2023
for an introduction to first editions see the first edition primer
page the publishers below are listed by country but this is a
fairly arbitrary distinction based for the most part on where
the company was founded and had its primary base of
business
how can i tell if my book is a first edition pan
macmillan Jan 30 2023 if a 1 is present in any sequence it s
usually a sign that the book is a first edition if a book reads
something like 3 5 7 9 8 6 4 then your book is not part of the
first printing the example above indicates a third printing



cycle
what s the difference between first edition and first Dec 29
2022 a first printing is the first run of when a first edition of a
book is published while second and third printings are
technically first editions as long as edits aren t made the first
printing is considered the collectible first edition that
collectors are looking for
how to identify first editions or a first printing of a
book Nov 27 2022 to a book collector the phrase first edition
refers to a book that was released during the first printing of
the first edition they call this book a 1st 1st a 1st 1st is what
collectors are looking for a popular book may have had
dozens of additional printings causing its first printing to be
the most valuable
first edition books Oct 27 2022 abebooks offers an
immense collection of first edition books for sale including
some of the most famous books ever published modern
bestsellers obscure novels out of print books classic
literature prize winning books controversial biographies
children s books and much more
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